© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N L O

LS CASE NO. 208 PREHEARING CONFERENCE 10-31-2022

BEFORE THE ARI ZONA POANER PLANT AND LS- 257
TRANSM SSI ON LI NE SI TI NG COW TTEE

IN THE MATTER OF THE

APPLI CATI ON OF SI ERRA
ESTRELLA ENERGY STORACGE, LLC,
| N CONFORMANCE W TH THE

REQUI REMENTS OF ARI ZONA

REVI SED STATUTES, SECTI ONS
40- 360, et. seq., FOR TWD
CERTI FI CATES OF ENVI RONVENTAL
COVPATI Bl LI TY AUTHORI ZI NG THE
S| ERRA ESTRELLA 230- kV
GENERATI ON | NTERTI E PRQJECT
AND ASSCCI ATED SUBSTATI ON
WTH N THE C TY OF AVONDALE,
ARI ZONA, | N MARI COPA COUNTY,

DOCKET NO.
L-21207A-22-0252- 00208

LS CASE NO. 208

N N N e e e e e e e e e e " e e’

ARl ZONA PREHEARI NG CONFERENCE
At : Phoeni x, Arizona
Dat e: Cct ober 31, 2022
Fil ed: Novenber 3, 2022
REPORTER S TRANSCRI PT OF PRCCEEDI NGS
(Pages 1 through 21)
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC
1555 East Orangewood, Phoeni x, AZ 85020
602- 266- 6535 adm n@l enni e-reporti ng. com
By: Kathryn A Bl ackwel der, RPR
Certified Reporter
Certificate No. 50666
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535

www. gl enni e-reporti ng. com Phoeni x, AZ

1



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N L O

LS CASE NO. 208 PREHEARING CONFERENCE 10-31-2022
| NDEX TO EXHI BI TS
(No exhibits were marked.)
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535

www. gl enni e-reporti ng. com Phoeni x, AZ

2



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N L O

LS CASE NO. 208 PREHEARING CONFERENCE 10-31-2022 3
BE I T REMEMBERED t hat the above-entitled and
nunbered natter cane on regularly to be heard before
the Arizona Power Plant and Transm ssion Line Siting
Conmm ttee, commencing at 1: 03 p.m on the 31st of
Cct ober, 2022, with all participants appearing via
vi deoconf er ence.
BEFORE: PAUL A KATZ, Chairman
APPEARANCES:
For the Applicant:
PERKI NS CA E
Ms. Andrea Driggs
M. Christopher Thonas
2901 North Central Avenue, Suite 2000
Phoeni x, Arizona 85012
For the Arizona Corporation Conmi ssion Uilities
Di vision Staff:
ARI ZONA CORPORATI ON COVM SSI ON
Ms. Kate Kane
1200 West Washi ngton Street
Phoeni x, Arizona 85007
ALSO PRESENT:
M. Ben Weisel, |In-House Counsel, Plus Power
Ms. Lucy Marton, Plus Power
Ms. Molly Enerson, Plus Power
M. Dean Hazl e, SWCA Environnmental Consultants
M. Devin Petry, SWCA Environnental Consultants
M. Armando YanezPeralta, Uilities D vision, ACC
M. Tod Brewer, Assistant to Chairnan Katz
Ms. Lisa dennie, dennie Reporting Services, LLC
Ms. Marta Hetzer, 4 ennie Reporting Services, LLC
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CHW. KATZ: This is the tine set for a
prehearing conference in CEC 208, the Sierra Estrella
proj ect by Plus Power.

And | woul d ask counsel, who's appearing on
behal f of the applicant, to please identify herself for
t he record.

MS5. DRIGGS: Thank you, Chairman Katz. |'m
Andrea Driggs of Perkins Coie representing Sierra
Estrella here with ny coll eague Chris Thonmas, al so at
Per ki ns Coi e.

And we can introduce the renai nder of the
people on the call, if you' d Ilike.

CHW. KATZ: | don't think we need to, unless
you need themto answer any questions | m ght ask or
whatever. And if you need to call on themto say
sonet hing, to verify sonething, you can just indicate
by name -- our court reporter -- | believe Kathryn can
see nost of the people who are participating by nane.
But the main thing is that if anybody speaks, we need
to know who it is that is tal king.

And our court reporter is present.

And | am assumng -- | don't need | odgi ng.
"1l be conmmuting from Scottsdale. But this hearing
and CEC 210, the other project that we'll be review ng
after this hearing, are both set for Tenpe, Arizona

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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next week, correct?

M5. DRIGGS: That's correct.

CHW. KATZ: Oay. And have we had any
requests to intervene? |'mnot aware of any, but |
just need to ask that.

M5. DRIGGS: Not in this matter, M. Katz.

CHWN. KATZ: GCkay. And we are going to begin
on the 7th of next nmonth -- of this -- yeah, it's still
not quite Novenber. But Novenber 7th is when we're set
to begin, and we have Novenber 7th through the 10th
avai l able. W don't have the 11th avail abl e because
it's Veterans Day and it's a legal holiday. So I'm
hoping that we can get this matter done and the next
matter done in four days. And nost of the line siting
heari ngs, where we don't have protests, intervention,
and lengthy lines, we usually end up finishing those in
about a day and a half to three days nmaxi num but
usually a day and a half to two days. So hopefully we
can get things done.

And | believe that March 22nd of 2023 is the
time [imt in which the Comm ttee nust decide this
matter, but it will get decided on the | ast day of each
-- of the two respective hearings and we will then
submt the CECs. | think you ve already sent out
copies of them But Tod, with |little assistance from

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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me, wll edit any of the CECs. And ultimately, the day
that we're ready to deliberate on those CECs, we'll
need the CEC for this matter sent to Tod in PDF fornmat,
and that will be Chair Exhibit Nunmber 1, and in Wbrd
format, that will be Chair Exhibit Nunber 2.

And what happens is, we post up on the
screen, assum ng we have audi o and video, and |I'm sure
we wll, the PDF, and it just stays alone just so the
Cor porati on Conm ssion and the public knows where we
are coming from And then we will edit, as we go, the

CEC that will be on the right screen, put it in final

format, send it to Tod, who wll -- once it's all done,
who wi I | then reduce it -- after it's edited for
grammati cal or typographical errors, it will be put in
PDF again, and I will sign off on that and we'll send

it out to everybody.

| hope | didn't confuse anybody. Any
questions about what |'ve just said?

MS. DRI GGS: No.

MS. KANE: Chairman Katz, can you hear ne?

CHWN. KATZ: Yes.

M5. KANE: Oh, sorry. This is Kate Kane with
t he Corporation Comm ssion. | just didn't notice a
ti me when anyone asked for ny nane or ny appearance,
and so | just wanted to nake sure --

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporti ng. com Phoeni x, AZ
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CHWN. KATZ: Go ahead. You m ght have j oi ned
us late, but go ahead. It's Kate, K-A-T-E, Kane,
K- A-N- E?

MS. KANE: Correct.

CHW. KATZ: And you're here on behalf of the

Cor porati on Comm ssion, is that correct?

M5. KANE: Correct. |I'mon Staff for this
case, I'mthe only one. So | just wanted to nmake sure
t hat everyone was aware, |I'mon the call too.

CHWN. KATZ: Thank you very nuch. |

appreci ate that.

And we have until March of next year to issue
the CEC or not, but we'll decide i medi ately upon
conpl etion of the evidence and cl osi ng argunents -- or,
the closing argunent. We will either rule that -- we
will either enter a CEC with whatever anendnents the

Conmmi ttee thinks appropriate or we will deny it. And
in nost cases, if it's arelatively short transm ssion
line, it wll nore |likely than not be approved.

And who are the affected jurisdictions in
this matter under ARS Section 40-360-04(a)? It would
be -- where is the line going, is it in Tenpe proper?

M5. DRIGGS: It would be Avondale. |
believe it's -- ny understanding is it's within the
city of Avondale. Maricopa County was also identified.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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CHWN. KATZ: OCh, that's right. W're dealing
wth the -- but this hearing is in Tenpe, correct, even
t hough the project is in Avondal e?

M5. DRI GGS: Yes, exactly, because it's about
equi di stant fromthe two projects.

CHWN. KATZ: R ght. So Avondal e has been
given notice, and |I'm assum ng Maricopa County has
been?

M5. DRIGGS: Yes, that's correct.

CHWN. KATZ: And is there any State trust
| and i nvol ved?

M5. DRIGGS: No, there is not.

CHWN. KATZ: GCkay. So the only rel evant
jurisdictions would be the Gty of Avondal e and
Maricopa County and its various subsidiary entities,
correct?

M5. DRI GGS: Yes, that's ny understandi ng.

CHWN. KATZ: Ckay. And what has been done
Wth respect to posting and publication of the
procedural order?

M5. DRI GGES: The posting requirenents have
been conmplied with. And we also created a specific
exhi bit detailing the stakehol der invol venent summary,
so that would be SE-6 for that. And then also, SWCA's
slides, SE-7, wll detail the notifications that were

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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necessary to be provided by |aw, and those have all
been conplied wth.

CHW. KATZ: And those are the exhibits for
t he hearing, correct, SE-6 and SE-77?

M5. DRIGGS: Yes, that's correct.

CHWN. KATZ: GCkay. And | don't think we need
to review the agenda; it's pretty strai ghtforward.
We're going to hear the evidence in this matter

W start at 1:00 p.m, and the reason for
that is we have out-of-town Menbers in Coconino and
Safford -- in the Safford area and el sewhere. So we
al ways begin at 1:00, at |least on the first day of the
hearing. And then we usually are done about 4:30 or
5:00, with one or two breaks in between. Every hour
and a half or so we break. And we then will have
public coment, if any, at 5:30 on that first Monday.

And let ne just ask -- we al so are doing
CEC 210 inmedi ately afterwards -- when did we notice
that to start? D d we say 9:00 or 1:007

MS. DRIGGS: | believe we actually said
10: 00 a.m for the second CEC.

CHWN. KATZ: That makes sense. 1'd like to
start it early, because anybody that's comng in from
out of town and wants lodging is going to be staying.
They're not going to go back honme and cone back | ess

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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than 24 hours | ater.

And we begin on Novenber 7th to the 9th; we
figure probably the 7th and 8th. And what's the nane
of the hotel again in Tenpe?

M5. DRIGGS: The nane of the hotel is the --
let's see, | wote it down -- the H lton Garden |Inn,

86 South Rockford Drive.

CHWN. KATZ: Ckay.

M5. DRIGGS: And |'ve been conmmunicating wth
Tod regarding -- they have a bl ock of rooms avail abl e
for the Commttee Menbers, and | know that at | east
sone Commttee Menbers have taken advantage of that.

CHWN. KATZ: That's fine. And | am assum ng
that -- are you using one of the crews that regularly
handl es these hearings for | T purposes?

M5. DRI GGS: Yes, that's ny understandi ng.

CHW. KATZ: Okay. And | didn't know -- have
you filed all of your exhibits or not? | don't recall.

M5. DRIGGS: Yes, they've all been fil ed.

CHW. KATZ: And if | don't already have one,
"1l need a hard copy of the exhibits at the hearing.
| don't know if you were going to use tablets at al
for your evidentiary presentation. Because if you have
all of the exhibits | oaded on an i Pad or anot her
tablet, the Commttee doesn't -- in other words, you

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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don't need to run 10 copies or 11 copies of the
exhibits in hard copy. | need to preserve a hard copy,
but you can always e-nail themto the Committee
Menbers. But are you going to have the exhibits

avail able on a tablet and will each Commttee Menber
have a tablet in front of thenf

MS5. DRIGGES: Yes, that's ny understandi ng.

CHWN. KATZ: Ckay. And we'll need sone
sign-in forms for the hearing on -- for public comrent
that gets their nane, address, phone, or e-mail, but
| ' m not counting on having a slew of people appear.

You haven't had any significant protests or objections,
have you - -

MS. DRI GGS: No.

CHW. KATZ: -- to this petition or
appl i cation?

M5. DRI GGS: W have not.

CHWN. KATZ: GCkay. So | don't think we'll
have a |l ot by way of public comments. And it seens to
me that this project is being built -- is it on private
property or governnent and private property?

MS. DRI GGS: It's on private property.

CHW. KATZ: And do you think -- how | ong of
a line, transmssion line, is this?

MS. DRIGGS: It's extrenely short. | forget

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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the exact. It's in the order of, | believe, a few
hundred feet.

CHWN. KATZ: Isn't it nice that we have to go
t hrough all this expense for such a short |ine? But
|"mtrying desperately -- 1've talked with the Chair of
the Corporation Comm ssion and |I've tal ked with Robin
Mtchell, chief counsel. But the statutes are
anti quated, they never contenpl ated a hodgepodge of
solar and wind plants, that are totally unregul at ed,
goi ng wherever soneone can acquire land to build them
And there's no need, for sone of these short lines, for
us to have a Commttee of 10 disrupt their lives and
for the applicant to spend probably 50, $60,000 for IT,
hot el accommodati ons, and f ood.

M5. DRIGGS: Entirely agree, M. Chairnman.

CHW. KATZ: But anyway, |'mglad to know
t hat .

And in the public session, if there are any,
they can appear virtually, in which case I'll have them
orally state their nane and contact information. And
if any public officials from Mari copa County or
Avondal e deci de they want to appear for public comment,
we'll take their comments before any nenbers of the
general public.

And there will be daily transcripts, if you

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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need them available. W break every 90 m nutes for
about 15 or 20 m nutes.

And |'m sure that you'll have adequate and
robust WFi available, which the IT people, as well as
the virtual participants, would require, is that
correct?

M5. DRIGGS: Yes, that's correct,

M. Chai r man.

CHWN. KATZ: And what | do want to enphasize

is -- some of you are used to wearing, if you're a

mal e, a suit and a tie, a female, a nice suit or a

dress or skirt and bl ouse -- you can dress business
casual. [I'lIl probably be wearing a pair of black jeans
and a Hawaiian shirt or a polo shirt. So if you show
up dressed like you're in a court hearing, |I won't

puni sh you, but it's absolutely not necessary.

And | don't think we need -- there aren't
multiple segnents of this line, so | don't need you to
prepare a spreadsheet breaking things out for us. And

there's nobody to exchange w tness summari es or W tness

testi nony. Have you provided us -- | haven't | ooked at
themyet. Have you provided wtness summaries for us
as wel | ?

M5. DRIGGS: W actually provided prefiled
testi nony, M. Chairnman.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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CHWN. KATZ: Ckay. That's fine. And I"lI
make sure | have that. Tod will prepare a notebook for
ne.

And if | seemat all out of sorts, on
Cctober 3rd | had mnimally invasive back surgery. |
wor ked from hone up until last week | cane in two days.
Now | ' m back full-tinme w thout the wal ker and able to
drive. So | apologize to you if | seemlike |I haven't
| ooked at everything as of yet.

M5. DRIGGS: No, not at all. | hope you're
feeling better.

CHW. KATZ: I1'mfeeling fine.

And all of your exhibits would be | abel ed
SE-1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, et cetera?

M5. DRIGGS: That's correct, M. Chairnman.

CHW. KATZ: And I'll have likely only two
exhi bits, which would be the PDF and Word versi ons of
the final drafts of the CEC

Are there any other |egal issues that we need
to be concerned w th?

V5. DRI GGS: My under st andi ng, M. Chairman,
we spoke with our client about the financial
arrangenents with the ACC, and our client will pay the
costs to the extent that they may exceed the
application fee.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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CHW. KATZ: That's fine. And | believe we
do have a letter fromthe ACC that supports this
project, but, Ms. Kane, correct ne if I'"'mwong in that
regard.

M5. KANE: You are not, Chairman. W do
support this line.

CHWN. KATZ: And I'mnot going to sit down

and review the proposed CEC with you now. \Wat w ||

happen is we'll conduct the hearing and we'll take a
| ook at your proposed CEC and we'll get it -- and Tod
al ready has the drafts, | believe, is that correct,

Tod? Are you there, Tod?

MR. BREWER: Yeah. That is correct,
M. Chairman. Thank you.

CHWN. KATZ: Okay. And what we'll end up
doing is, if there's any need for us -- nore often than
not, one CECis nearly identical to all the others,
unl ess there are sone special conditions that we need
to add or specific special findings, and we can wait to
review. 1'll take a | ook at those in advance of the
heari ng, but we don't need to discuss those now. \When
all of the evidence is in and closing statenments or
argunents are nade the Commttee will reviewthe
proposed CEC par agraph by paragraph, and we just take a
general vote to approve the paragraphs. And then when

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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all is said and done, we'l|l take a roll call vote to
see whether or not the CEC, as it m ght be anended
during our deliberations, should be adopted or not.

And | would assune that any and all permts
fromall state, federal, county, cities, or towns have
been either obtained or applied for, would that be
correct?

MS5. DRIGGS: That's ny understandi ng,
M. Chairman. The conditional use pernmt was granted
by the Gty of Avondal e.

CHW. KATZ: Okay. And we don't have any
federal funding or federal |ands involved, so I'm
assum ng we don't need a National Environnental Policy
Act statenent, correct?

M5. DRIGGS: That's correct.

CHW. KATZ: And | have on ny checkli st
not ebooks for Commttee Menbers. |If the Commttee
Menbers have received -- Tod, have we forwarded
everything to the Commttee Menbers or does it appear
that they have the application and the exhi bits?

MR BREWER M. Chairman, that's information
that's provided by Docket Control through the
Cor poration Conm ssion. So | assune so, but | don't
know.

CHWN. KATZ: Ckay. But all of that

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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i nformati on has been provided by the applicant and
filed in the docket, correct?

M5. DRI GGES: Yes.

And M. Chairman, our plan is to have the
exhi bits and the testinony | oaded on the tablets. W
also plan to have five copies, and then we'll al so have
place mats as is traditional.

CHW. KATZ: Yeah, that would be fine. And
ultimately, if you're going to be projecting exhibits
as we go -- we'll probably have at | east a few people
that are appearing virtually on the Conmmttee, so
they'll need to have access to the exhibits either from
e-mail or otherwse or alink to | ook at them But if
t hey get displayed as you go ahead with your
proceedi ng, they'll have those avail abl e.

M5. DRI GGS: Yes, that's our understandi ng.
W're going to have -- we're arranging for a specific
line for the Commttee Menbers to participate.

CHWN. KATZ: Ckay. That's great.

And, Tod, have | failed to cover anything?

VR. BREVER: No, M. Chairnman, | don't
bel i eve so.

CHW. KATZ: And do we need to take a break,
do you think, or should we go right into CEC 2107

MS. DRIGGS: On the other CEC we actually

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporti ng. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N L O

LS CASE NO. 208 PREHEARING CONFERENCE 10-31-2022 18

have an intervenor who wll be joining, the Town of
Glbert, and so | believe we probably need to wait
until he joins.

Just two additional matters on this CEC, if
you don't m nd.

CHW. KATZ: Go ahead.

M5. DRIGGS: The first one would be the tour,
the site tour.

CHW. KATZ: Onh, right.

M5. DRI GGS: W understand that no tour is

pl anned - -

CHWN. KATZ: Right.

M5. DRIGGS: -- and we just want to make sure
that that's still the case. Just given the timng, we

woul d prefer not to have a tour, but we defer to your
j udgnent .

CHWN. KATZ: Wll, what I'lIl do is have you
explain why you don't think we need one. And if it's
only a quarter of a mle or less and it's not running
right adjacent to a residential subdivision, | don't
see why we'd need a tour.

M5. DRI GGS: Ckay. Understood. W also have
a virtual tour that SWCA has prepared.

CHW. KATZ: R ght. And that's what is
usual | y done.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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And | just want to take a | ook at sonet hi ng
here.

I will essentially urge the Committee that a
tour not be taken. It's up to the Conmttee to nake

t hat decision, but on a lot of these line siting
matters we haven't been doi ng tours.

That all being said, do we need to hang up
and then reenroll ourselves at 2:007?

M5. DRIGGS: | believe so.

MR. BREWER  Yes, M. Chairman. There's a
separate link for the Superstition project.

CHWN. KATZ: Wll, anyway, if there's
anything that we forgot to cover, you'll let Tod know
and we can al ways get back together; but if not, |'l|
see you by noon.

And | just need to also ask, |I'massum ng --
the first day we normally have the applicant expected
to provide lunch and then, throughout the remai nder of
t he heari ng days, breakfast and |lunch. The Commttee
Menbers are on their own for dinners.

M5. DRIGGS: Yes, we will provide |lunch and
snacks both, and breakfast as well, yes.

And just one other note on the CECs. The way
they're drafted, we have requested two CECs, one for
the corridor and then one for the substation itself.
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We al so understand that that's a belt and suspenders
approach, wth the CEC-2 just covering the substation,
and we defer to the Committee on if you would prefer to
have the two CECs or you feel |ike the second CEC m ght
be unnecessary.

CHWN. KATZ: Well, it m ght be unnecessary,
but | think you mght -- whether we have it in one CEC
or two, if you're intending to assign one of those CECs
to one of our mjor --

MS. DRI GGS: W are.

CHWN. KATZ: -- power conpani es, either way
wor Kks.

M5. DRIGGES: Okay. Thank you, M. Chairnan.

CHWN. KATZ: Anything from anybody el se?

(No response.)

CHW. KATzZ: Well, | will hang up now, and
we'l |l be back on at about 2:00. Thank you all very
much, take care, and we'll see sone of you soon, if not

all of you. Bye-bye.
(The prehearing conference concl uded at

1:25 p.m)
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STATE OF ARI ZONA )
) ss.
COUNTY OF MARI COPA )

BE IT KNOMN that the foregoi ng proceedi ngs
were taken before ne; that the foregoing pages are a
full, true, and accurate record of the proceedings all
done to the best of ny skill and ability; that the
proceedi ngs were taken down by ne in shorthand and
thereafter reduced to print under ny direction.

| CERTIFY that | amin no way related to any
of the parties hereto nor aml in any way interested in
t he out cone hereof.

| CERTIFY that | have conplied with the
ethical obligations set forth in ACIA 7-206(F)(3) and
ACJA 7-206 J(1)(9g)(1l) and (2). Dated at Phoeni x,
Ari zona, this 2nd day of November, 2022.

[0 i o

KATHRYN A. BLACKWELDER
Certified Reporter
Certificate No. 50666

I CERTIFY that d enni e Reporting Services,
LLC, has conplied with the ethical obligations set
forth in ACIA 7-206(J)(1)(g)(1) through (6).

e o

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC
Regi stered Reporting Firm
Ari zona RRF No. R1035
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